Effect of intratracheal injection of mica dust on the lymph nodes of guinea pigs.
Histopathological changes in the tracheo-bronchial lymph nodes were studied up to 365 days in guinea pigs following intratracheal injection of a suspension of mica dust. In general, the cytotoxic effect provoked by dust was not pronounced as the majority of the swollen dust-laden macrophages retained their normal structure at the termination of the experiment and fibrotic lesions were limited to the formation of thick reticulin fibers. The poor fibrogenic response of mica dust has been attributed to its low cytotoxicity.